
  
CHAPTER VI 

 
IMPLICATIONS OF THE THEORY OF POSITIVE 

DISINTEGRATION 
 
1. Psychology 

The theory of positive disintegration takes a point of view on the psychic reality 
of man which requires the introduction of new concepts and new hypotheses of a broad 
implicatory range. It focuses on facts hitherto disregarded or not systematically explored, 
such as the differentiation of levels of mental functions, transcendence of the biological 
life cycle, the sequence of integrations and disintegrations in ontogenetic development, 
correlation between psychoneurotic symptoms and abilities and talents, transformations 
of the psychological type, etc. 

Among the new concepts the use of which may prove fruitful we should mention 
first of all the various dynamisms of the inner psychic milieu, the very concept of the 
inner psychic milieu itself and its role in the shaping of human responses, the concept of 
the third factor, the distinction of two kinds of mental development (biologically or 
socially determined and autonomous), the concepts of positive and negative adjustment 
and maladjustment the empirico-normative concept of personality, etc. 

The list of hypotheses to be tested, inherent in the theory of positive 
disintegration, is not exhausted by the set of hypotheses discussed in Chapter VII of this 
book. A substantial number of other hypotheses may be derived from this theory either in 
the sense that they are implicitly contained in the present formulation of the theory or in 
the sense that they may express possibilities alternative to the assumptions implied or 
suggested by the theory. 

The developmental role of inner conflicts and crises, emotional and imaginational 
hyperexcitability, disruption of primitive functions and structures, generally speaking, the 
positive nature of the processes of mental disintegration is emphasized and explained in 
the framework of a developmental perspective. Special consideration is given to the 
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phenomena of surpassing the biological life cycle and transformation of the 
psychological type. It seems that careful empirical elaboration of conditions which 
contribute to such phenomena should lead to the discovery of important determinants of 
mental transformations. This would certainly lead to many useful applications and 
techniques. The theory also establishes a new typology which sets up five developmental 
stages or psychological types: primitive integration, unilevel disintegration, spontaneous 
and self-directed multilevel disintegration, secondary integration, and a special case of 
negative disintegration. 

All those concepts, distinctions, viewpoints and hypotheses may prove useful in 
developmental, educational and clinical psychology as well as in the theory of 
personality. Successful empirical verification of the hypotheses which assume the 
positiveness of mental disintegration would fundamentally change our general view of 
and attitude toward the very concept of mental development and assist us in better 
understanding of man. 

Perhaps the most important revision in psychology will stem from the assumption 
that the facts within the sphere of mental development cannot be adequately 
comprehended and theoretically elaborated, if the distinction between higher and lower 
levels of functions, is not recognized and laid as the foundation of a theory of mental 
development. Consequently, the normative-evaluative element must be incorporated into 
the theory, in clear opposition to the presently prevailing view that theories in social 
sciences should refrain from any value statements. 

One of the consequences of the viewpoint represented here is the development 
and use of tests for measuring levels of nonintellectual mental functions, first of all of the 
instinctive-emotional functions which are liable to developmental transformations from 
the stage of primitive, biological urges to higher emotions and refined empathy.  
 
2. Psychiatry and Psychotherapy 

Psychiatry has considered mental health in a rather negative way, namely as 
absence of mental disturbances. According to the theory of positive disintegration this 
criterion, over and above the shortcoming of being purely negative, is also misleading. It 
obliterates the fundamental fact that there are two entirely different kinds of integrated 
mental structures, the primary or primitive integration and the secondary or personality 
integration. While the second is a symptom and warrant of mental health, the first, 
particularly in its more rigid form, represents a nondevelopmental, or even psychopathic 
structure. Consequently, the simple, undifferentiated concept of integration of  
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mental functions and structures cannot serve as a criterion of mental health. On the other 
hand, nervousness and psychoneurotic symptoms are explained as natural and necessary 
forms of human growth, as essential components of the developmental process which 
gradually leads from instinctive, stereotyped, biologically determined modes of behavior 
towards a specifically human type of life, characterized by a high degree of 
self-awareness and self-determination. 

The contrast between a developmental and a nondevelopmental psychiatric 
approach comes out very pointedly, when we consider the problem of diagnosis of two 
individuals: one that has a strongly integrated primitive mentality, with intelligence 
totally subordinated to instinctive drives, unhesitating, shrewd and ruthless in the pursuit 
of his aims and another, subtle, sensitive, full of doubts and scruples, consumed with 
disquietude, anxiety, feelings of shame and guilt. The first may be a very successful 
president of a big company, president of a labor union or a Caribbean state as well as a 
boss of a criminal gang, while the latter is notorious among artists, thinkers and writers. 
Which of them represents mental health, which of them needs psychiatric and educational 
advice, and possibly medical treatment? 

The answer from the standpoint of the theory of positive disintegration is very 
clear. In the first instance we have a typical case of primitive, even psychopathic structure 
which creates daily injustice and puts in danger and fear everybody around. If an 
individual of this type would receive proper educational and psychiatric treatment in his 
childhood, many social calamities could be avoided. In the second case we have an 
individual with a great human developmental potential, possibly a creative contributor to 
the progress and growth of society. The fact that the first type of individuals is generally 
considered mentally healthy, and the second mentally sick, indicates that the society itself 
is primitive and confused. 

The acceptance of the viewpoint of the theory of positive disintegration in 
psychiatric practice would put an end to the assumption that mental equilibrium, without 
the distinction of its level, is the objective of treatment. The distinction of levels of 
mental functions destroys the myth that mental problems may be treated in an ethically 
neutral manner. The generation of a genuine autonomous, moral awareness in an 
individual and its gradual growth towards higher levels of emotional maturity and 
responsibility is the paramount question in psychiatry as well as in any other domain 
concerned with the organization of human behavior. 

The acceptance of the view that nervousness and psychoneuroses are not mental 
illnesses, but usually represent a phase of positive,  
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accelerated and healthy development, indicates the need for a change of our attitude 
toward many people of great creative potential. It eliminates the belief that such people 
require medical treatment. On the contrary, it fosters the attitude of genuine respect, 
understanding of the difficult inner struggles they experience and willingness to give 
them encouragement and assistance. Medical treatment and psychotherapeutic efforts will 
be replaced by counselling which would consist mainly in the clarification of the 
developmental nature of nervous tension and symptoms of disintegration. 

The description of the inner psychic milieu and the stages of development of 
instinctive and emotional functions brings out the relationship between mental 
disturbances and the development of personality. It suggests to the psychiatrists and 
psychotherapists a change of their views on education and in their philosophical attitude. 
Concerning the genetics of mental illness the correlation of the three factors 
(constitutional, environmental. and autonomous) allows a reinterpretation of symptoms 
and a reform in the direction of more rational and effective methods in psychotherapy, 
education and self-education. 

The theory of positive disintegration is not concerned with diseases of a definite 
organic or biochemical background. Whenever this is the case, the appropriateness of the 
chemotherapeutic approach is beyond question. What might be a potential subject of 
criticism from the standpoint of the theory of positive disintegration, would be the 
illusion that drugs constitute a panacea for mental disturbances. This illusion may arise, 
particularly among those who deny that the second, autonomous stage of mental 
development of man involves a new and different factor which gives mental processes a 
new qualitatively different form. 

No genuine mental conflicts, that is to say, conflicts involving self-consciousness 
and authenticity, can be solved by any means other than the individual’s conscious effort 
and inner growth. However, in some cases of lower level problems chemotherapy may 
serve as a necessary prerequisite for subsequent positive mental transformations and 
development toward higher levels. 
3. Education 

We are concerned here with all-around education and development of personality 
which culminates in at least partial transcendence of the biological cycle of life and in at 
least a partial change of the psychological type. A fundamental assumption for a 
successful action in this domain is understanding and careful consideration of the role 
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and inter-relations between the three factors: hereditary endowment, environmental 
influences and the existence and strength of the autonomous developmental forces. Only 
on the foundation of an inclusive diagnosis of the three determinants can a purposeful 
plan and program of education and self-education be developed. 

It does not seem to be possible to succeed in education toward higher levels of 
mental life without special consideration of the developmental potentials, diagnosis of the 
stage of mental transformations and of the dynamisms of the inner psychic milieu. 

The basic assumption of the theory of positive disintegration is that there is an 
empirically observable development of the capacity to make value judgments and to 
establish an autonomous hierarchy of values, distinguishable and independent from the 
hierarchy conditioned by cultural factors. It provides educators with a cornerstone which 
otherwise must either be arbitrarily posited or abandoned altogether in favor of a 
nihilistic liberatinism. This point of view might liberate education from its subservience 
to any external authority and thus give it the so-long sought independence. At the same 
time specific elements of the theory of positive disintegration, particularly its thesis that 
the objectivity of valuation may be attained only as a result of inner mental growth and 
authenticity, exclude the widespread practice of moral education as a kind of 
indoctrination into the values of the educator, without respect for the individuality of the 
pupil and without any self-awareness of the limitations of the educator’s own ethical 
commitments determined by his developmental level. No wonder that this practice so 
frequently has as its consequence a rebellion which frequently ends in a total rejection of 
the values of “older people,” without the process of critical, self-conscious, authentic 
selection and acceptance of those values which are nevertheless recommendable even 
though externally imposed. 

The first educational precept derivable from the theory of positive disintegration 
is that one should foster authenticity. The road towards an independent authentic 
hierarchy of values is certainly very difficult, but it must be made clear that there is no 
other safe method open to man, because even the best system of moral norms does not 
work in practice, if its assimilation is not authentic and does not involve genuine inner 
psychic transformation. The idea of indiscriminate social adjustment, adaptation to what 
is, conformity to prevailing social standards, has to be replaced by qualified adjustment 
and, where necessary, positive maladjustment. 

At the same time in any system of education founded on the theory of positive 
disintegration problems of morals would have to  

 
120 
  



occupy a prominent place, since a general shift would be made from the emphasis on the 
purely intellectual sphere to the development of higher emotions. 

The theory of positive disintegration would imply a substantial change in the 
attitude towards psychoneurotic and rigidly integrated children. It would lead to a much 
better understanding of the inherent potential of psychoneurotic children as well as of 
their difficulties. 

An intelligent, careful consideration of nervousness and psychoneurotic 
symptoms among school children would not only avoid many useless tragedies, but also 
preserve the most precious human elements and allow their growth. 

On the other hand, the theory of positive disintegration would pave the way for a 
proper assessment and a more successful upbringing of rigidly integrated children. The 
pedagogical approach would have to be consistent with the assumption that there are no 
other methods of attaining higher developmental levels than those of first disintegrating 
lower levels. Therefore special pedagogical techniques would have to be designed not 
only for the promotion of higher levels, but also for the disintegration of lower levels. 
Such techniques carefully applied might prevent mass production of college graduates 
whose emotional growth was completely neglected. The objective of attaining an 
integrated mental structure as soon as possible would have to be replaced by methods of 
disintegrating, loosening and dissolving primitive structures. The elaboration and 
application of tests for the assessment of the emotional and other instinctive functions 
would be of great help in the current pedagogical practice as well as in counselling and 
vocational guidance. 
 
4. Philosophy of Man and Ethics 

The conception of man which emerges from the theory of positive disintegration 
is basically developmental, that is to say, it conceives man as a being destined to undergo 
developmental transformations. At the same time human development is interpreted in a 
specific way, distinctly different from all kinds of development observable in nature, and 
not reducible to and explicable in terms of biological laws. The specifically human 
developmental elements consist, on the one hand, in growing independence from 
hereditary and environmental determinants and, on the other hand, in the multilevel 
profile of his mental transformations, that is to say, his ability to distinguish lower and 
higher levels of mental activity and his potential for transition from lower forms to higher 
forms. Growing independence of man from hereditary and environmental factors is based 
on the autonomous  
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dynamisms. Multilevelness finds its expression in the dynamism of hierarchization. To 
put it in negative terms, firstly, man not being a machine cannot be explained by the 
two-factor-approach (hereditary and environment), and secondly human reality cannot be 
described, explained and understood from a horizontal, nonevaluative point of view. As 
autonomy and the awareness of the hierarchy of levels constitute crucial elements of 
existence in a specifically human way, no theoretical or philosophical account of human 
reality can be satisfactory, if it does not take into account and properly utilize those two 
aspects. 

This perspective of man may be illustrated by pointing out the fact that the most 
important human drives and emotions undergo transformations and growth from 
primitive and automatic to their refined and voluntary forms, be it the self-preservation, 
sexual or cognitive instinct, feelings of empathy, love, responsibility, or attitudes toward 
death. The reality of mental functions in man is dynamic, developmental and multilevel. 
It cannot be tortured in the same unilevel, purely horizontal viewpoint from which the 
“hard” sciences so successfully explore the physical aspects of reality. 

The very concept of disintegration points out the drama of human existence: it is 
impossible to live as man all the time in the state of blessed harmony and 
self-complacency; we are human inasmuch as we experience disharmony and 
dissatisfaction, inherent in the process of disintegration. 

The multilevel profile of human reality, provides a starting point for a validation 
of value judgments which would transcend purely subjective, culturally determined 
valuation. The conception of man and his development from the standpoint of positive 
disintegration, the determination of the various developmental phases of disintegration as 
well as a methodical elaboration of the characteristic symptoms of the corresponding 
levels of instinctive and emotional functions puts in question the validity of the doctrine 
of ethical relativism. Variety and mutual inconsistency in ethical opinions, observable 
among individuals, social groups and ethnic cultures become understandable not from a 
viewpoint of cultural relativity which makes moral scruples senseless, but from the 
empirically observable and testable viewpoint which relates this variety and 
inconsistency to different levels of mental development. We agree that there undoubtedly 
are a wide variety of moral opinions, but we insist that it is so only among those primitive 
individuals who consider morally good what suits their innate inclinations or results from 
uncritical social conformity. On the other  

 
122 
  



hand, there is a striking unity of basic moral tenets among those who are capable of 
higher levels of empathic understanding, inner psychic transformation, authenticity, 
retrospection and prospection. 

In this way ethics may be brought in unity with empirical knowledge. Although 
the methods of education must take into consideration the concrete levels of people to be 
educated, the ultimate values and criteria will depend on what on the highest level of 
mental growth can be accessible to empirical studies. 

In order to clarify the scope of the impact of these views on ethical considerations 
let us supplement them with a few remarks about the present situation in ethics. 

The twentieth century brought a serious crisis in moral philosophy. Its 
characteristic feature is that it shifted the crux of philosophical discussions from ethics 
itself to an examination of its foundations, i.e. to metaethics. The school of philosophical 
analysis and logical positivism have produced a great number of incisive studies of the 
language of morals (G. E. Moore, A. Ayer, M. Ossowska, C. Stevenson, R. M. Hare, 
etc.). They have pointed out that moral utterances are prescriptive rather than descriptive, 
that their main function is exhortative rather than informative. Hume’s ideas about the 
impossibility of logical derivation of rules from statements, of what “ought to be” from 
what “is,” were revived and forcefully asserted. Consequently, the centuries old beliefs in 
moral truth, in the objective validity of moral pronouncements were seriously 
undermined and a new kind of moral skepticism became fashionable. 

At the same time there has been a vague feeling that in spite of all brilliancy and 
semantical sophistication of some newer meta-ethical writings their authors fell victim to 
the oversight of something essential. Moral problems seem to deserve a type of 
consideration which linguistic analysis cannot afford. 

It may be useful in this context to take a closer look at the tray a psychiatrist and 
psychotherapist sees the problem. For him, the difference between an act which is 
primitive, impulsive, without concern for others and an act resulting from empathy and 
participation in other people’s feelings is by no means a matter of arbitrary liking or 
disliking. The problem is of the very ability to avoid the destruction of others and of 
oneself. 

The theory of positive disintegration offers a basically empirical standard for 
valuation in general, and moral valuation in particular: value judgments are objectively 
grounded inasmuch as they result from highly developed mental functions, particularly 
from higher emotions.  
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Of course, the application of this standard presumes our ability for distinguishing and 
empirical testing of various levels of mental functions. The basic possibility of grounding 
the distinction of lower and higher ranks on empirical foundations and empirical criteria 
is discussed in Chapter V. The implications of this approach could hardly be 
overestimated. The cornerstone for a transsubjective hierarchy of values would be laid, to 
be followed by the formulation of methods for its elaboration. The road towards a true 
psychological grasp of the essential aspects of moral life would be open. Moral customs 
and traditions could be creatively reconsidered. 

One of the consequences of a hierarchy of values derived from the theory of 
positive disintegration would place the human individual at its center. Thus humanism 
and personalism, the two trends which have glimmered in ethical thought of leading 
philosophers since its very beginnings, would be vindicated and supported by empirical 
considerations. 
 
5. Philosophy of Science and Humanities 

The methodological structure of the theory of positive disintegration differs in 
essential points from present-day models of theories in physical sciences. The most 
striking and significant differences include the concept of the autonomous factors, 
multilevelness and the developmental perspective from which mental life is examined. 
This “humanistic” model may be useful to explore some aspects of reductionism and 
physicalism, that is, the attempts to explain all laws and to define all terms by those of 
physics. 

Elsewhere in this chapter as well as in Chapters, I, V and VII we discuss at some 
length the question of the normative-evaluative elements in this theory and the problem 
of empiricalness. We shall restrict ourselves here to the remark that such fundamental 
issues in the philosophy of science as value-neutrality of scientific theories, validation of 
value-statements and determinism demand a reconsideration. One of the most puzzling 
and disturbing problems in the philosophy of science is the almost complete failure of 
attempts to establish significant scientific knowledge of specifically human phenomena in 
a manner analogous to the methods which proved so successful in physical sciences and 
technology. This led some students of this question to an attitude of agnosticism and 
resignation. The claim has been made that man is not an object of science. In opposition 
to this skeptical view it may be suggested that a scientific theory of man is possible, but it 
requires significant structural, conceptual and methodological innovations as compared 
with what has been done up  
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to now. Perhaps the very concept of science has to be submitted to a revision and 
extension to include all systematized knowledge which allows prediction and control, 
although not with the degree of accuracy characteristic of technology. 

In the area of humanities there has always been need for a point of view which 
would be rather vertical and evaluative than horizontal and purely descriptive. The 
conception of multilevelness of mental functions answers this need by providing the 
foundations for a meaningful theory of valuation. 

In the context of humanities it may also be useful to mention special implications 
of the theory of positive disintegration for literary criticism. It may serve as a theoretical 
basis for a new explication of a great number of literary works. The main subject of many 
great dramas and novels seems to be the drama of “positive disintegration” of mental 
growth and inner conflicts which clearly point out different levels of functions. 
Frequently biographical novels which describe the lives of creative individuals read like a 
typical case of an aggravated process of positive disintegration. 
 
6. History 

It might be of interest to take a look at significant historical events and historical 
figures from the perspective of the theory of positive disintegration. Societies, nations 
and cultures seem to exhibit the qualities of integration and disintegration comparable to 
mental disintegration and stages of development in individuals. It seems to be the special 
task of a historian to show the tortuous road of human development and social progress 
through the ages. In our studies of the past it is certainly not the very course and sequence 
of events which fascinate our imagination and elevate history to the position of 
presumably a main source of wisdom. The crucial matter seems to be our ability to 
interpret historical events in a way which makes past achievements and failures 
meaningful to us, to our own search for meaning and purpose. This meaning which a 
historian assigns to specific fragments of the past requires a theoretical, and even a 
philosophical viewpoint and perspective. It is a manifestation of a historian’s 
individuality, depth and personal growth. The concept of human development and its 
dynamisms, grounded in the theory of positive disintegration, may in many ways assist 
historians in giving new interpretations, richer and deeper meaning to the past. 

Historians often make use of such empirico-evaluative concepts is progress, 
revolution and reaction, conquest and liberation, freedom and self-determination, rise and 
fall of civilizations, etc. All those  

 
125 

  



concepts have a distinct reference to the processes of development and decline, to the 
hierarchy of values. The concepts of two types of factors in development (biological and 
autonomous), the criteria and stages of development distinguished in the theory of 
positive disintegration, its approach to valuation as a function of mental growth, may 
prove very fruitful for a new, deeper analysis of the above-mentioned 
empirico-evaluative concepts. 
 
7. Sociology, Cultural Anthropology and Social Philosophy 

In the light of certain notions of the theory of positive disintegration sociology 
may reconsider and reconstruct some of its hypotheses and explanatory models. Although 
the theory of positive disintegration is basically concerned with the development of 
individuals rather than groups it may have a twofold significance for the study of social 
groups: 

(1) The growth of societies may be subject to laws of disintegration comparable to 
those evident in the process of positive disintegration in individuals. It may be possible to 
describe and distinguish primitively integrated, monolithic and stagnant societies from 
those which undergo processes of differentiation and developmental conflicts.  

(2) Some of the laws of social interrelations may be dependent upon and derivable 
from the laws governing mental development of individuals. 

From the inclusion of the normative-evaluative element in the structure of the 
theory of positive disintegration a special problem arises It seems that a similar 
incorporation of valuation in sociological thought may open new vistas and produce 
theories of a much greater explanatory power than those hitherto accepted. Perhaps some 
notorious failures of sociological theories might find their solution. Some problems 
hitherto evasive to a theoretical grasp, such as the concept of lower and higher cultural 
levels, might now appear in a new light and become subject of elaboration from a new 
standpoint. 

The establishment of a transsubjective hierarchy of values would demand a 
reconsideration of all the basic problems in social and political philosophy. Certain 
problems will ill require a reformulation and many ideas a substantial revision. Some 
political doctrines, e.g. certain elements in the thought of Comte, Hegel, Hobbes, 
Machiavelli, Marx, Rousseau, etc., will lose ground. Any version of totalitarianism is 
clearly incompatible with a theory which assumes that higher levels of development may 
be attained only as a result of an autonomous and authentic process of inner psychic 
transformation.  
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The problem of nationalism and international relations will appear in a new 

context. Extreme and antagonistic forms of nationalism which involve hostility towards 
other nations and other cultures and spread the ideal of the purity of national tradition 
seem no longer tenable. There is no individual mental growth without concern, for and 
use of outstanding achievements of other people. In the same way, to ignore cultural 
achievements of other nations, to look only at oneself, seems to impede the growth of the 
national tradition. Mental growth does not occur in a cultural vacuum. Man lives in a 
concrete society and cannot find himself by trying to ignore his cultural roots or to 
disregard his ties and responsibilities toward his community. Consequently, extreme 
forms of cosmopolitanism are also discredited. 

The development of personality towards higher forms of empathy, towards 
understanding of other people’s feelings and their developmental levels, towards 
rejection of the imposition of one’s own will and standards upon others, towards rejection 
of violent means of solving differences seems to present a much more realistic hope for 
international peace and effective operation of international organizations and authorities. 
 
8. Politics 

One of the most important problems of all times, and especially of the modern 
era, consists in a striking disparity between what is officially professed and propagated 
and what is actually believed and done in practice. The disharmony of words and deeds 
has become almost commonplace in most political activities and movements, in political 
meetings, public speeches and ceremonial declarations. This state of things is supported 
by the philosophical and scientific trends which consider value judgments subjective, 
arbitrary and relative to local customs and traditions. In opposition to this strange mixture 
of great slogans, hypocrisy, cynicism and ethical nihilism, the idea of association of the 
variety of ethical opinions with primitive levels of mental development and of the 
authentic recognition of at least some basic values as an expression of a refined and 
highly developed mind will expose the poverty of present-day political practices. 

The very existence and effective operation of many institutions which are 
necessary for human survival, such as the United Nations Organization, international 
tribunals, disarmament control agencies, etc., is hardly feasible, if we are unable to 
provide thorn with a scale of value and, levels of valuation. Ethical relativity does not 
leave room fur an intelligent and meaningful judgment, about mass persecutions and 
tortures committed in various epochs, about the crimes of genocide 
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in our century, about social oppression and exploitation, racial discrimination, or about 
those diplomats and political leaders who profess their dedication to universal human 
values and in fact, are exclusively concerned with the aggrandizement of one country or 
one social group, at any price and by any means. 

All this shows the significance of the elaboration of criteria and fundamental 
principles of universal validity, the significance of a policy of international organizations 
and tribunals founded on the destruction of lower and higher levels of instinctive and 
emotional functions, the significance of basic principles of legislation to be respected in 
all countries and in international relations. The distinction of levels of mental functions 
seems to be the foundation of any long-range political program of development and 
social progress. 
 
9. Pastoral Guidance 

The task of the clergyman is to explain the truth known from revelation and to 
serve as a teacher and a symbol of morality embodied in his denomination. In the 
dialogue and in all his dealings with the parishioners he has to translate religious truths, 
love of God, immortality of the soul, freedom of the will, mystical elements and the 
meaning of life into a language and empirical context accessible to his community. 

It seems that the concept of the human mind arising from the theory of positive 
disintegration may be useful for everybody to assist him gradually to find an 
“experimental” approach to the truths of revelation, because it emphasizes, next to 
discursive-intellectual knowledge, the important role of the synthetic-intuitive elements 
in cognition of higher levels of reality and the role of intellectual-instinctive-emotional 
compounds in cognition and control of behavior. 

The hierarchy of developmental levels of positive disintegration may be 
considered an attempt at empirical scaling of the road toward perfection. The significance 
of emotional functions and structures, emphasized in this theory, seems to supply 
empirical arguments in support of such truths, fundamental in any religious belief such as 
individual immortality and freedom of the will. 

If the stratification of levels of instinctive and emotional functions will be 
universally confirmed in further experimental studies, it will supply an empirical 
substructure to the highest principles included in all great religions. The acquaintance of 
clergymen with psychological insights and methods, contained in the theory of positive 
disintegration, could significantly assist them in their difficult tasks. 
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10. Concluding Remarks 

The authors are fully aware that the theory of positive disintegration cannot be 
easily accepted and implemented in the vast areas of its relevance. Even a partial 
acceptance and application can come about only after many decades and after the 
elimination of inevitable errors included in this presentation. The main problem and the 
decisive step in this direction involves the verification of its main tenets. The next chapter 
“General Hypotheses Concerning Mental Development,” has been designed as an 
introduction to experimental research on a scale much larger than the experimental 
studies completed up to now. The outcome of experimental research, verification or 
falsification of basic and special hypotheses concerning development through positive 
disintegration will have a final and decisive meaning. 

However, even if only some of the elements of this theory will stand further tests, 
this theory can serve as a starting point for much urgently needed revisionary work in 
psychology, psychiatry, psychotherapy, education, social sciences, politics and pastoral 
guidance. The need for a thorough revision of concepts in those disciplines is the subject 
matter of another book entitled “The Dynamics of Concepts.” 

It may also serve the principal tasks of all scholarly work, that is to say, to widen 
and depend human horizons, to make man more human. Even if the hopes outlined above 
will be accomplished in part only, it may be of service to all those who are not concerned 
and satisfied with the present state of human affairs.  
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