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l : TWO DEVELOPMENTAL CONCEPTS: MULTILEVELNESS AND
i CEVELOPMENTAL POTENTIAL

B

L The theory of positive disintegration
o  {Dabrowski, 1937; 19%64a and b; 1967:
- - Dabrowski, Kawczak, and Piechowski,
1470} appears to be deceptively simple. It
fls us thet the development of
{ndividuality wecurs in successive siages.
wherein each succeeding stage is higher
thaqn the previous one. “Higher” means
more awareness, more mental control,
moi: Rogerian openness to experience,
more  ompathy, mors  individual
responsibility. To gei from one level to
the next one goes through depression.
anxiety, periods of confusion and
hypersensitivity, and when it is over the
-higher level is achieved. But is it all that
simple? Is it possible to grasp a

descriplive qualities, numbers, OF
narrowly defined operationat definitions.
A definition of a concept, no matter how
good and precise, does not prepare one
to apply the concept because the
knowledge of the definition still lacks the
contexts and situation which give Iifs and
meaning o hat concept, For intance.
knowing ihe defiaition of fhe $ea6 dess
net 1ell one thie concant of the genc. Ope
hag to take n eourog ip peselics and d "
somc expenments bafore the concept of
ihe_gene requires weaging, We hiow a e
concept when we con ooply 3t in all

possible menninpfn! confexls. W never
know 5 concepl fully betavse we pever

o

exhaust oll possible meaninzful contents,
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R comprenensive  theory  of human The concept of concept requires us (o be
: development from & one-paragraph open (o new possibilities and sew

% 3 vignette? coniexts Clearly. roacent ig
% fundenamially different from rerm which

Concepts Cannot Be Learned from
Their Dafinitions

only describes and sames,
The common difficulty wirth thie theory
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(n first reading the concepts of the
{heory of positive disintegration are not
easy to grasp. It is customary fo blame
ibe author of the theory for a lack of

clavity m defining his concepis. it is
seldom  realized, howeser,  tha

conceptual thiaking. in the seuse of
nroad fundamental ideas, is much more
coraplexr than thinking in terms of
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I wish to express my appreciation to
Mary Isaak. Eloise S. Mitchell, John
Hartz and Dr. Syivia Sheridan for
aluable criticisms. An eariier version of
vhis peper wes presented af tie Fivst
Internaiional (onference on Positive
Disintegratinn, Quebec, August 26-30,

of posiive disintegration, as in every
other case, is in not realizing that the
meaning of ils concepis cannat be
learned from their definitions alcre. This
difficulty is amplified by the fact that the
theory is concepiunlly very rich. In
consequence the theory presents an
uncommon challenge.

The - definition of pusitive
disintegration is easily accepted because
atmost evervone finds in his own

experience, or in civse observation of his

fellow men, phenomena which appear 1o
answer the description. Yet the definition
of positive disinic gration is not the riost
imporiant thing at all i fact, itcen e
looked upon as a convenient term tor a
certain wrpe of mental growth process o7

g7, Author's uddress: Research and
Gudance Luboratory for Superior
Students Educational Sciences Unit 1,
1025 West Johnson Streel, Madison,
Wisconsin §370f.

socinl process of change. It s true that,
anlike other theories of human devalon-
ment. the theory of positive disintegra:
tion does not deal with specific contents
of human growth such as Erikson's
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criticai  stages (Edkson, 1963), or
Maslow's hicarchy of basic rneeds
{Meslow, 1963, bet deals directly wilb
the nacure of ihe developmental provess,
it speaks in terms of sypes of integration
and types of disintegration whie the
spetific vontent of each process is
Jetermined  individunaity,  culturally,
Rictoneatiy, o0 vhaivses Bui 2ven i thig
ividamental  approach o 6
deseription. Wr want an expianation. in
urder i propose An explenation we nesd
a concepi or coneepts that would serve
the role of irvcducible axioms of the
Gvory. T osee two sush coneepts in the
thesrs  of  sositive  disintegration:
“myltiievemess”  and  “deveiopmental

Seyt .
il u

“potensinl®.

Twa fliustrative Cases
In order 1o intraduce the concept of
multileveiness ict us consider fwd cases

Caken from Dabrowski (19723, with some

maodifications.
TASE 1. Janer was 21 years old whea
she sought psychiatric help because of
her anxiaties znd cbsessions. She was
nervou: and  very  soociive  from
<Hildhood. At the time ot her
reziznen: she had fears of space, of
ridiig ln cars.and in streetcars. She
was afraid iv go out in the sireet by
herself. At night he fraquemiv woke
up with feefings of anaciy, cied and
connd not et back o sleep for many
houss, She developsid ahssslons &y,
jor exampi, vhien she kept imnsing of
the number eight, She cosld not gat
rid of it and ths recurrence of eight in
Wer thoughts was very disagreeable 10
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vas not. He was anusually sensitive
an:t acrvous from childhocd. e had
an aiteaction 1o the lif2 of grayes and
to understanding and delping others.
He became o sensmarian sinee b felt
thut it was hie vocation o ke dn others
as a priest, For sevizal yeaos he had
recurring Gondis o8 i ohether he
thaaght and acted properiy. He wis
sonvipeed o being worth dess then
otrers. He was noi abis o recall
positive things about himsoif and his
actions excep: those that hag a “vhade
of sin”. The feching of his sinfulness
often grew out of @it propertian. M he
saw 3 e of ik peeson, ar if be
happened 10 be & wi'sfms *
and coukd 2ob stop i, i (rep had

fectings of putlas Dol o futledan
nis duty. He was ver, soasiove i fhe
feelings of people 2ad animals. Tue
possibility of cawing sorrow o
another person madc him extremely
poeasy. He was in perpetual douibt
whether his confessions were pood and
he kept wondering if he did not it
something, He fsli chat God woald
judpe hire smveres;.

Comparing the two cases we noic ial
Janet’s fears remsin unmiilisd, keep
disturbing her slecp. They are invariably
evoked by situations reminiscent of her
originai painful experiences {utreetcars o
her $ather's self-agpressions In Steve’s
rage his fodvs arise M resur, 10 Dl swosd
of sctiworth, Teere s st e eiation
thy witnessing of viclenc: o Muman
wretchadness by reflzetion snd aelf
receinination.

Mental processes suca ay vefleciir

QIR

: qer. When entering a store or a4 and self-analysis, 1@ mention only two,
i frieud Gonw. itaid of someone’s  cortrol Steve’s behavior. They control tis
i possibie  aggression,  ohe alwoys gxpecicnoing of eventc in bis evervday life
i entered sideways. while 6. Janei's case 4o the iental
Her fears of mator vehicles dated back  functions which are unde- the control of
’ 10 the titre severa] yours ago when she  outside experiences  and  evean
: witnessed 2 tragic  aceident; the producing general and unmodified tears
. sirestoar n wiich sne was riding van  Steve's anxiety coneerns his moral values
¢ i1 2 man and silled him. Her anxiey  while  Janct's anxiely concerns fer
comdition develoned from the time physieal survival and woll-being. Sigw
. when  her father  ged drunh and  Shows leopg 2o ers wiili valoes, Ha
. ticeatened 1o kil kirsell with arazor.  judges niaeelf Ao Duowortl G thas
CASE 2. Steve was 20 years old when  others, thereby showing fcehings o decy
he asked for psychiatriv help regarding inferiority in regard to his sense of values.
his feeiings of insccurity ond inabili'y This stronp concern with values is absent
1o distinpuich what w.s sinful and what i janet,
oy
i
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A TR I AR TR S ST 5. ARSI R T— poes s ‘:‘

—r 2

e

.l A O e

R
¥




"

Multilevel vs. Unifeve! Crganization
ot Development

A comcere with vafues implies, by
definition. that sume qualities are prized
more highly than others (in Sieve's case
hey are pur'y of  hig colscience,
empathy and helpiulness) while othee
qualitics are considered umdesirable {sin,
fatling i his Gutics, Caustag arow o
vifierst, We see iere the formation of a
inerarchy of values: self-development
and seli-perfecuon based on such ideals
s prayer and understanding of others,
are his high values which he strives to

- attain; harm to others even in the

slightest form and neglect of his duties,
are his low values, which he strives 10
overcome. This shows that his hierarchy
of values directs his development. Steve
is geing in the direction of hjs high values
and away from what be considers low. In
Tanet's case a hierarchy of values is
noticeably absenr,

The mental an-i emotional processes i
Steve’s  life  have a4 multilevel
arganization. Al first approximation the
high level o7 ihis internal frganingion
aze his high values and the low leveis wre
Iz jow values, There i a conflict
between the high levels and the Jow
levels. This multileve! orpanization is

called the fnner Grvckie miftey and the

conlite? v thinis an imasy conflior,

In Jinet's case, for a lack of rechy-
nizable levels, the inner organization is
calied uail.-vel, In her case z conflict may
arise beiween divergent tendencics, for
instance. her fear of atiack from an
unknown directice ang her cesire to
appear comnesed and normal, but such
conflict 5 untieve! because it does not
intvoive a preference of vlyes.

We note further tha: Sieve shows
definite concern abomt his individual
growih while Janet does not. We see that
this concern can exist only if there is a
multilevel conflict. And conversely, if
multilevel conflict arises it promotes self-
growth. Development from a wislevel (o 4
owltilevet inger nsychic milice depends
2n e emiergence of conTots of valy,

i fact that we can iccinguish in
isan's psyche between s multilevei and a
unilevel organization  has far-ceaching
consequences. We have to extend the

once it of mubileveiness to intelleciuui,
emotionsl and instinclive processes. We
begin to study the cmotions such as fear,
anger, joy or empathy and we discover
their differest levels. A foar o7 tailure in
one's vocaiion iy of a different level than
e few o failing 5il. An anger wver the
immorality of wir iy of differcat feve!
than Giger ooy g calleague’s proneiion,
A oy thar s inspired by the idea of
Aumar broeitersuod is of 8 different level
than the jey arising, from srcaring &
promotion. Empathy that is patient and
non-condemning of everyome is of a
different level than the pseudo-empathy
of a stag parey.

We frave to apply the concept of multi-
levelness no: only 1o she organization of
mar’s inner psycic milier: but alse 1o his
social environment. For instance, Jet us
fake a department of psychology, There
are many staff members in a depariment
aud  each costributes  his paricular
mterest and his particwlar research
orientation. Freeium of reseurch and
respect  for  personal prefererces s
vuaranteed if professionally 8' members
treat esch other as equals. ¥ t'us equalily
is based on the belisf that (here is no way
of tellig what approach aud what
research straiegies are more valuahle
than others then w2 can label -— for the
purpose ol our discussion —— the stace of
sweh a Jeparimeni as unilevel, I,
however, ine muivai interactians and
contributions of the different departmen:
members are inspired by the need to fing
the snost meaningful approach 10 the
maost fundamental questions of human
psychology, dien we can labe! the «(ate of
sech a department as uultitevel Here
valuation becomes the moving force of
researca while in the other case no
valuation is involved and meaningful
researci: is considered op equal basis with
meaninpless resesrch.

But how are we 1o tecide objectively
what 15 to be labeled a high level of a
given [unction, or sociul organization,
and whict s to be labeied its low jos 217 On
what basis cun we aceept the superiority
of o mulidevel crgacization  wver a
unilevel ore? Why should 3 cheee of
values be suporior 10 an ali-equatizing
valuclessness?
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{rigris Difavenvating Higher and
Lovis: Lavels

In a huerarchy, by detinitica, the teve's
that cortrol other levely cre { onsidened
to be higher, I a living cell the nuchias
contreis  the funciions of the ol
therefore, the nuctens cocupies a b onhe
level in the biolugical crvasizaion (b
the oyviogiasin,
The beber lavals of 0 nicrsrn e o

——

WAvey :

e geneiln informatnsn
couraed in the SN - snn0 be seduced
from the physico-chemicat properties of
the DNA. or from its composition, or
event  from  the sequeece  of s

components. We can aondy arrive at it
from ihe knmvk"lge of s i ’é')“l 2
pretein Tus cipy of mmxm\. s heen
developed by Folanys 19681 a'ld given
support by Johnson (1970} by an
argmeent Bovalving infonvation theory
and fise second iaw of thermodynamics.

R
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Valopmation pod erder waibin a svstem
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Johasoen  points out that the
organization of a bé.wiogical sysiem! can he
deesoribed in ferms of i information
A L T T lh.n thisag 'n-' vary helpful
Une 3as to sort infermaive, s ossary
o maititain mod repnainug ihe sysien
because alt other information, i= tie
position  and  movement  of  such
molecnie, cun be derivea Hicm  the
primary infornatioe. Thi,, he suys, is
semething new to the phvsico-2hemical
realm because it iairadices & criterion of
th guality o informavon: *In biolovy
some informiatinu is noore inacr ey than
other information.” Information theory
deals only with the quantity of
informatica and  therefore, the
apphm i of information theory to
tidegieal systems ia order to produce
i il cesults mmt (ake into account the
quality of inforuin:

T owe ane tmmpoaz. this argumeni 1w
the distinetion of levels of development,
whether biological ar psychologicn!, we
miy say that each levet of arganization
has information of different gualitv. This
rtermation, which s nothing sise but the
ordur wihin the pseen canaol be
meerchanged  beiween  levels,  which
means het one level cannot be derived
frem the other. Putiing it another way:

gaih jevel ig 9 JFostdd recc»g-rmbie 51y
s sl grd i earnot b osbyced o g
lower Juvel Ag orgamzation such ag a
muitlevel inner psyeine riliedd caraot be
derived from 4 unileves crpga.iration jror
can iz be reduced (0 for oapluaaiion,

1411 sher lev els ENETOING COalran ,..,cxr

iawer jevely, They Moo
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cogntiive and emohonal processes whigi
shape individval deveiopment.  for
instance, dissatisfoction wth vineself.
disquietude toward osescif, cud the
foelmg of puilt, are mngly charged
emaoetianat forge s, Dissatisfaciion,
disquistude  oamf  guii  cxpres:  am
recugnition that the present state of oue's
inuer osychic milieu is undesirable Thev
alse direct the individusl to mosve away
feoa: wiat bie feals ta be o tesirable, For
this reason this type of sirong {celings i
com.epluatized by  Dabrowski  ag
dyne minsas <= dunarar fnesen of de mfm-
men'nl  chunpe, adi i

Fasnysd iy supsecs 8 oot

t.\,ﬁ Hn“Q '

D

LBy

persinality i . e Twrliag ¢
2o Cwiet ouelt el

A uradevel inner psvehic midicy diss
unilcvel Jdynamisme. Janet iCase 1) was
buffetted by conflicts botvcen divorpent
i:pulses. Sush LS\:’E&"Q{,/?\"‘ of actions
oviy whioh ouo hag Hille o /s‘i is naifod
ambiietwdone . v foall
sach as changeabic hkes dﬁd s :
which one Ras Tile enpirel are called
sornivacences, The frequent  switches
irom vac dirvstion to another, and from
one prefercace woanather, leave one
directiontess.  They  ales ferve  one
vigkualiv valneless becsuse values - o
dyaaiie  apznts of development -
acquire meaning only in the coatext of a
mierarchy. A unilevel organization i
ahwrarchical.

This type of ¢eveiopment, called Liese
unife-el, is ampiy porirayed in Warrer's
(1966} "“Self-Realization and Scif-Defeat”
as self-defent. Multilfevel development is
characterized b al' tae 14 philosophic

“abuos identified by Bav and Pine (707
althougn their Bist inopooway pives g
complete piciure. These values Jo fot
apply 1o the abstracuca zalled Man, bat
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only to the man who possesies a
muitilevel inner psychic milicu; a man
who enacts tiicse vilues.

The develapment of juner psvchic

mificu from a unilevel to muliilevel
structure occurs through 2 great deal of
conflict. The emergense of 3 multilevel
dynamism sucii as dissatisfaction wiih
ouesed,  for  incance, bepins (o
counteract the sircciioniess fluctuation
of tendencies and feelings. In the loose
matrix of a unilevel mifiey the multilevel
dynamisms bring to development an
tlement of direction und organization,
This is one criterion of distinguishing a
higher from a lower leve),

A second  priterion  of obiectively
eognirng  bigher i Jower Jevels
mvolves the sequence of deveilopn:ent.
This sequence is invariant. This is exem-
plified in Piaget's theory of cogniiive dev-
elepmeni aand in Kohlberg's theory of
moral development {Kohtherg, 19635, In
the context of the theory of positive disin-
legration it means that multilevel dicino.
gration is preceded by urilevel disinteora-
tion  bu! wmever the reverse. This
developmental sequence has fhe same
character ac aiganic evolution where
jater forms of life are superior to earlier
ones, e.g. mamnials are superior 1o
reptiles and fishes.

It would be erroneous to sseribe i the
dezlopmental sequence through posifive
disidlegration the same character as the
tiages of the Life cycie where the peat of
developme®® is followed by o dechine
The stages of positive disintegrazion e
an open rising seqeence of individual
2valution,

Developmental Potentiaf

We now have te account fur the fact
that many individuals never 80 beyond
the stage of unilevel disintegration and in
the more severe and unfortunate cases
bacome chromiz  alccholics,  shronie
schizophicenicos, drug addicss, etc., while
ihers overcome tiese addictions or
emerge from an acute schizophrenic
breakdown or their owsw, In alany
individuals their personat evoluiion s in.
Jistinguishable from the sequence of
stuges of the life cyele (normal develop-
ment) while uthers iranscend the life
cycle: their developmer? proceeds with

higher intensity and at 3 greate: pace
{acceleraicd development) ¢ Dakrowski,
1970). These diiferent types and levels 6f
development are supported by empirizat
evidence (Dabrowski and Picchowski,
1972y,

Seme  highly  creative  individuais
evolve a concern for self-perfection
where the medium of creative effort is no
looger clay or lanpuage but ibeir own
personality structure fe.g. Kahlit Gibran,
Dag Hammarskjoeld, Thomnas Merton).
Some individuals become conscious of
their own development and become self-
determining an!  self-directive. The
conRc:pl necessary to account for these
and many other relaied phenomena of
normal, accelersied sud paiholagica?
developmient iy the couceps  of he
developmental  potentiat (Dabrowski,
19700,

The developmental polenital is (he
original endowmnent which determ:ues
the characier and the extent of mental
grows possible for any given individual,

Developmeni is coatrolieg by three
factors: constitution (the first factor),
social influence {the second factor),.and
antenomous mental functions (the third
facten in s wider sense; {Dabrowski,
1970 Social infiuences hy promoting or
fimiting Jdevelopment, promote or lisil
the expression of the developmental
potential. This implies that the degree of
response to social iafluence is akso
deterniined by the developmental
polential,

The autonomous factor is made up of
those mental dynamisms of the iadividual
which struggle for independence from
social influences and from constitutional
typologv. The degree of autoromy of
these dynamisms Jepeids on the degree
to which they are conscious. A criminal
psychopath indiiferent to social opinion
can be said to have a developmenial
potential limited to the first factor only.
Individuals who throughout their Yife
remain in the grip of social upinion and
their owast constitutional typology (e.g.
social climbers, fame seekers, those who
say "1 was torn that way” and do not
conceive of changing) can 2o seid 1o have
a developmental potential limited to ihe
fiest twor factors. In these individuais
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autonomous developmental dynamisms
do nci appear.

Individuals who consciously struggle to
overcome their social indectrination and
constitutional typology (e.g. those who
attempt to overcome their excessive
introversion, or those who are extremely
active and exirovertad and stiempt to
balance it by occasional withdrawal and
reflection; can be said to have a deveiu;s-
mental notential with all three - factors
represanied,

Individuals, who having many talents
become concerned with their self-growth
{great saints and leaders of mankind) and
whose development is characterized by
great intensity and sevare crises, have a
developmental  potential  with 2
strong autonomous
componeni. The astonomous ¢omponent
is the germ for the formation of a
multilevel inner psychic miliea.

The above description tells how the
developmental potential is postulated but
does not tell whether it can be recognized
independently of the context of develop-
ment.

s

Bahavioral Components of the
Developmentai Potential

The constitutiopal traits which allow
the assessmeni of the developmental
potential, independent of the context of
development, are different forms of
enhanced  excitability. These are:
psyvchanotor, sensual, emotional, imagin-
aiional, and iniellectual overcxcitability
(Dabrowski, 1970). They can be detecied
even in small children (Dabrowski, {959,
1972; Briskin, 1973). How these different
forms of overexcitability are manifested
is  described elsewhere {Piechowski,
19725

The developmental potential is sirong
if all, or almost all, forms of overexcitabil-
ity are present, For instance the stage of
multilevel  disintegration cannot  be
achieved without the combination of at
laast three or four forms of overexcitabil-
ity. such as the emotional, imaginational
and intellectual. If only une type of over-
excitability prevails then we deal with 3
limited and onesided development. For
instance, an individual with only sensual
averexcitability may become a hedonist

91
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incapable of deeper ‘and lssling
interpersons!  selationps, - while an
individual with only intellectual overes:
citability becomes 2 scholar or seientise,
either liniited o a nurrow field or, an
erudite storing vas:  amounis  of
knowledge but virtually incapable of
generating Oyiginal ideas.

in & recently completed study of iypes
and leveis of devclopment {abrowski
and Piechowski, 1972) ibe manifestations
of the componertts of the developniental
potential were counted in an analysis of
autobiographies. It was found that the
frequency of mamiestation of furiny of
overexcitability plus the frequency of
manifestion of developuieatal dynamisms
may be used as an estimate of the
developmental potential. There is a good
agreeuient between an intuttive (clinical)
and an  anaiytical  fguantitative)
assessment  of ths  developmental
potential for a given subject (Piechowski,
1972h),

Five Dimensions of  Maental
Functioning

It should be evident from this brief
presentation ‘that the full impbrt and’
meaning of ihe concept of developmental
potential will be possibie only through a
more extengive studv. It calle for new
methoads  which  wou!d  uake the
differenfiabion of types and levels of
development possible. It calls for the dif-
ferentiation of dimensions of mental
functioning {Piechowski, 1972a). All this
is of great significance for education and
counseling beceuse it promises o
develop relinble means of maiching
clients, strategies and helpers; it also
promises t0 uncover for every individuat
child its principal mode of responding (o
the worid.

The five forms of overescitability can
be regarded as indepeadent dimensions
of mental functioning. An individual may
he high on any one dimeansion, several, or
none.” The  principal  dimessiorn
delermines his particular mode of
responding to stimuli and interacting with |
the world within and without,

The psychomaotor dimension is one of
motcr energy, agitation, need for action;
the sensual dimension s nne of surface
intersction through sensory inputs of
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pirasure and displeasure: the intellectunt
dimension is one of analysis, questicning
and logic: the imaginational dinmen<ion is
one of dreams, images, humor, plans
never carrted out, strong visuaiization of
experience; the emotional dimznsion is
one of refationships with otlic g and witi;
onescl, of the despair of lon:liness and
of the jov of love, of the enigma ~f
L eaistence,

These five dimnensiosns muy Be fikensd
to channels thrcugh which information is
fiowing. The five forms function as
selective  channels, or color filters,
through which the stimyli from the world
rzach the individual, Such chanacls
deiermine to what stimuli, and in what
way, he is capable of responding,

Tarough analysis of respanses recejved
it essay form {e.g. aulobiography oc
answess (o an open-ended questionnaire)
one can eslablish individual profiles
{Piechowski, 1972h). These profiles help
us understand that individuals high on
distingt non-overiapping dimensions, 2.
cne aighly psychomator combined with
infefectual,  ond anoier  highly

" imaginative combined with emotionat,
have littie in common in their experience
of the world. i.e. in their rmuade of being
and acting. While the first wig strive ior
logic, precision, strict refiance on data.
great  volume and pace of wark,
achicvement aad accomplishment, and
will nppose any intuitive conceplions, the
otlier will strive for the expression of
feelings, ior unique relationships, for the
legisimacy of dreams, daydreams and
poetry, and will grasp things i2tustively
rather tinn analyticaily: external success
and achievement may ean little to him,
The two will oppose each other bul never
will they be ahle ta comprehiend and
reconciie their difierenaes,

Yiewed in this way many ghilosuphical
aad clinicul arguments are perceived to
be a function of different dimensions of
mental functioning. They are fulile and
irreconcilable when they stem from nog-
everlapping | diwensions. Ap arpument
aboui the application or misapplication
of different philosophies or Counseling
straiegies (0 ian in general is useless.
There is no “man in general”, such as
abstractly conceived by Boy and Pine
(1972},  there ap: cnly  different
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individuals, Ang every individugl starts
with 2 developmental potential different
both ir quantity ang quality of jis
components,

Summary

The key 1o the understanding of the
theory of positive disintegration lies iy
two  concepts: "multilevelness” ang
“developmenal potential”™. These twq
CORUERIS Serve as te axioms of the
theory.

The concept of multileveiness s
illustrated by a comparison of {wo case
studies, one depicting a personality
siructure  withou!  discernible levels
Cunilevel”), the other depicting a
personality  with  discernible levels
(“muitilevel”), The differentiation  of
higher and lower lavels of development
rests on the criteria of their different
organization and their invariant evoly-
tionary sequence.

The concepi of tihe developmental
potential is defined as the “constitntional
endowmen{  which de'ermines  the
character and (he exteat of smontal
growth possible for an individyc: ° The
developmental potential Las three com-
ponenls the firl provides for the
hei ziiiary endowment, the second pio-
vides for responsivenews to  sociat
influence. and the ihirg provides for
autonomous forces of personality growth.

developmental potentiai in any given
can be assessed from the
presence of five forwms of peyehic over-
excitability: psychomotor, sensual, emo-
tional, imaginationai, and tntellectual,
These five forms can be regarded as five
dimensions of mental functioning.
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