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In order to determine the Canadian contribution to any field of research, 

it is usually necessary to first research the U.S. literature. If a pattern 

emerges, one need only look Several degrees to the left to determine Canada's 

position - that of 'little brother' tagging along • 

. One may be more optimistic in the field of psychology, it seems, for, 

where the U.S. regards its population as a massive S-R organism, Canada takes. 

pride in its people as being individualistic. This may be a result of one 

s~ple underlying factor - geographical location, for, unless you are very 

independent and individualistic, it is impossible to survive, even physically, 

in many areas in Canada. 

And so, because of, or in spite of this, Canadians consider themselves 

human beings first and foremost, and, generally, are accorded this dignity by 

psychologists. The emphasis in Canada is on humanistic psychology. 

Factors influencing the conception of man date back/1Ithe psychologicai·. 

~ literature, to the Industrial Revolution, whenAwas seen as basically lazy. 

He was provided with incentives and, if he responded, was selected as best 

suited to a job which was then done in the most economical way. 

TIle labor movement minimized the notions of economic man, aiming at 

a balance, but World War I and mass testing brought about a psychological 

revolution from which the western world has not yet recovered. TIle concept of 

intelligence and the use of I.Q. tests uncovered a skeleton hanging in the 

closet - the average man could only read at the 3rd grade level. 

The depression years saw an overemphasis on job placement because of 

mass .. unemployment and counselling, at that time, was pigeonholing •. 

concept of man was embraced at about this time, but, unfortunately, 
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