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Portrait Of An Inspirational Teacher Of The Gifted:
A Story To Tell, A Willingness To Be Heard

Janneke Frank (2006)
University of Calgary

he purpose of this interpretive inquiry was

to examine and depict the lived experience
of becoming or being an inspirational teacher of
gifted learners and apply Dabrowski’s Theory of
Positive Disintegration (TPD) to further understand
the phenomenon. The study was directly concerned
with the specific personality and emotional charac-
teristics, competencies, and behaviors of one
teacher of gifted secondary students who was iden-
tified as inspirational by school administration.

To capture the complexity, dynamics, and sub-
tlety of human experience, the teacher’s story was
presentéd as a portrait. Observations, interviews,
and document analysis were conducted. Qualitative
methodology was used to analyze and describe the
phenomenon of being an inspirational teacher of
gifted learners and how this was understood from
the perspective of the teacher, students, and parents.

There has been no previous research that
explores the application of TPD to the personality
structure of teachers of gifted students. The findings
in this study indicate the strength of the theory and
its application to the inspirational teacher of gifted
students exists in its provision of a context within
which to understand multilevel emotional and
moral development, personal growth, inner experi-
ence, and the creative personality. The inquiry
examined the essence of an inspirational teacher
and the essential components of inspirational teach-
ing (a) through the lens of the teacher effectiveness
literature in gifted education, and (b) through the

lens of TPD with a specific focus on the concepts of
dynamisms and developmental potential.

The theory’s moral lens presented a view of an
inspirational teacher of the gifted that otherwise
would be invisible. This study found the teacher to
be an authentic-individual, mindfully involved in an
inescapably moral undertaking in his pedagogical
endeavor, indicative of his advanced developmental
potential. For him, moral educational practice was '
the goal.

This inquiry contributes to the development of

‘a more composite picture of an inspirational teacher

of gifted students by applying TPD to examine the
phenomenon and by using qualitative methodology
to move beyond the competency list approach in the
teacher effectiveness literature in gifted education.
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