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Editor’s Notes

World Congress of Psychiatry

Abstracts of all the papers delivered at
the Fourth World Congress of Psychiatry
at Madrid, September 5-11, have been pub-
lished by the Excerpta Medical Foundation.
The organizers of the Congress wisely had
these printed in advance so that the collec-
tion could serve as a guide to the meetings.

A guide was indeed necessary. One
thousand and forty five papers were deliv-
ered in all. The mass of data does not reflect
the achievements in the field so much as it
does the strange requirements of organizing
a financially successful Congress.

Any meeting that charges $50 for each
person attending can guarantee financial
success by accepting every paper submitted.
This not only aids the organizations but
also helps those who present papers. In
some cases, persons whose papers are ac-
cepted have all or part of their bills paid
for by their university or hospital. In any
case, their expenses are tax deductible. As
one might expect under the circumstances
most of the papers delivered at the Congress
were casually written and mediocre. The
real value in this meeting was in the per-
sonal relationships established over coffee

L

and in hallway conversations.

Those who missed the meeting can pur-
chase the 452 page book of abstracts for
$13.00 from Excerpta Medica, 2 East 103
St., N. Y, N. Y.; Chandos House, 2 Queen
Anne St., London W1; or Herengracht 119-
123, Amsterdam.

Psychiatrists and Books

It came as no surprise to learn that ac-
cording to Publisher’s Weekly, psychiatrists
are heavy readers. We all know that. The
demands of the profession (and curiosity),
require familiarity with a broad assortment
of books and periodicals.

What was indeed surprising was the ex-
tent to which books in psychiatry accounted
for such a significant portion of all medical
books published. In 1964, for example, out
of a total of 1211 medical books, 171 (or
14.19,) dealt with psychiatry. Out of all
the categories in the survey, only general
medicine (210 books) accounted for more.
Consider too that psychiatrists comprise less
than 109, of the members in the medical
profession. o

These figures, even if we had not come
by them with a special interest, would have
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